Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Cliviger Parish Council held on 16th June 2006 in the Village Hall

Present: Councillor E Heys in the Chair.

Parish Councillors: C. Towneley, G.Smith, F. Brennan, K. Whittle, D. Heginbotham, 

M. Hines and A. Pickles.

Also present: County Councillor S. Large, David Johnson, Community Policeman and a number of residents.

Apologies: P.C. Grey.

Councillor Heys as retiring Chairman said he had had a good year and praised the continuing good work carried out by the lengthsman. He thanked all Councillors for their support throughout his time as Chair 

Minutes of the last A.G.M.

The minutes of the last meeting were read out and agreed.

Election of Officers.

Chairman:

K. Whittle proposed C. Towneley, seconded by D. Heginbotham, There was no opposition so C. Towneley was elected as Chairman. She thanked E. Heys for his dedication during his period as Chairman.

Vice Chairman:

K. Whittle was proposed and seconded.

Committees:

Allotments: E. Heys and M.Hines.

Village Hall: C. Towneley, A. Pickles and E. Heys.

School Governors: G. Smith as observer only.

L.A.P.T.C.: K. Whittle. G. Smith, M Hines and D. Heginbotham.

Forms & Shelters: All Members.

Treasurer: F. Brennan.

Minutes from last Monthly Meeting.

The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

Matters Arising.

None.

Land at rear of Mount Zion

The Parish Council is to establish the ownership of ground to the rear of Mount Zion with the view of establishing an area for a ‘youth shelter’ with the help of the Capital Opportunities Fund and / or Safer Neighbourhood Grant Scheme.

Action: Councillor Heginbotham is to pursue the matter.

Correspondence.

1.  Lancashire County Council re footpath 37 between Broading Close and Milbrook, indicated that there was no need for them to take any action. The problem is to be raised again with A. Croasedale from L.C.C.

2.  Training day available for Parish Councillors and Clerks on ????.  Cost £30 / person. (enquiries are to be made with the Borough Council if funding is available for the course. 

3. G. Harding, L.C.C. responded to the letter of encouragement concerning the Lengthsman Scheme but reiterated that funding would be on a sliding.  The Lengthsman’s work must be prioritised to gain best value for the limited funds available.  

4. a)United Utilities do not own the dry well at St. John’s School and no action to re-establish the water flow will be forthcoming.  

      b)United Utilities do not own the public car park on the right hand side of the Long

         Causeway at the Wind Farm.  
· Dave Johnson informed the meeting that the police are looking to prosecute this type of misdemeanour and that if alerted in time a body will be despatched to sift through the rubbish in an attempt to find details of the perpetrator.  

· If this nuisance continues the Parish will contact the company and enquire about the use of monitoring equipment from Streetscene at Burnley Council.  There are courses available to enable nominated personnel to implement fixed penalty fines for offenders.

5.  The Parish to write in support of the Brun Valley Greenway linking Burnley Centre, Pike hill, Brownside and Harle Syke.

(Dee, it is not a footpath – it is a multi-user path.  Please could you ensure that this is indicated in the letter.)

Police Report

The Community Policeman reported on crime figures in the area.
· May 2006.

1 burglary 
2 criminal damage. 
· June 2006.

2 incidents reported. 
Following a series of visits by confidence tricksters in other Wards who have targeted the elderly.  It was suggested that a list of those over 75 be drawn up so that information and advise on how to deter any bogus callers could be circulated. 

Dave Johnson to make a site visit to the railway line to investigate reports of youths leaving empty bottles and rubbish there.

General Business.

C.R.A.C.A

Proposal  to hold a Family Day on the sports field. The Parish Council agreed in principal prior to any specifics.

Applications are in for “Grants for Growth”

Goal posts in the Walk Mill play area are being misused and causing a nuisance.  

They will be removed to the Mount Lane Playing Field.

General Points
Hedgerows on the A646 before the ironbridge are overgrown.  These cannot be cut back until the nesting season is over. 
County Councillor Large is to follow up the matter.

Rattenclough Lay-by

Ann Widdup , the mobile food stall holder, objected to the Parish Council’s proposal to close the lay-by, as it would jeopardise her business. Her comments are to be passed to County Councillor Tony Martin.
Councillor Large reported that Councillor Martin’s office were still looking into the problems of the lay-by and would report their findings back to the Parish Council.

Parking at St. John’s School.

· Councillor Large reported that the Police had requested L.C.C. to extend the zigzag markings outside the school to help the parking situation. 
· There is also going to be a study to look into where children live in relation to the school.

· Parkwise are to be asked to attend in the area at school closing times.

Any Other Business.

Renewal of Parish Notice Boards

Cllr Heginbotham showed members signage available for future use or as replacements within the Parish.

Cllr Pickles requested that a Parish notice board be erected on the main road outside the Village Hall.

Parish Files

Cllr Heginbotham urged that all land, leases and covenants owned by the Parish be defined and recorded.

Action: Chairman to undertake this as soon as possible.

Donation of Chairs
Cllr Smith informed the meeting of thanks she had received from Springfield School for the donation of chairs.

Horse Muck on pavements

Cllr Smith complained about horse muck on the footpath between the Co-op buildings and the Police Station.

Action: Riders to be requested to remove animals from the pavement when the circumstance arises.

Organised Holiday Activities

Cllr Smith noted that there is a lack of activities during the extended school holidays and would it be possible to contact certain groups to visit Cliviger during this period to undertake organised play.
Action: To be looked into.

Parish Cleansing

· Cllr Heys has reported several matters to Burnley Borough Council’s Streetscene Cleansing department for action.

· The parking of the Library van at Park Road poses a problem but as this is for a minimal amount of time and there is no where else for the vehicle to park this issue can not be solved at the moment.
· The fingerpost at Salterford Lane needs attention.

· A replacement strimmer is required by the lengthsman.  Cllr Heginbotham stated that he had a spare one of industrial strength.  
Action:  The Parish Council to buy the strimmer from Cllr Heginbotham for use by the lengthsman on Parish duties only.

Co-Opting of New Councillor.

4 candidates applied for the single position.  Following each of the candidates being interviewed, a vote was taken and Helen Stevens was co-opted by a majority vote.

Date of Next Meeting.

21/07/06 at 7 p.m at the Village Hall, Holme Chapel.
Members of the public are welcome to attend the monthly meetings.  Those wishing to raise an issue with the Parish Council are requested to put their query in writing so that, where possible, it can be looked into prior to the meeting.  
